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Christian Basics: 5 Basic Doctrines Every Christian Believes

Christian beliefs have been around for two thousand years, and there is no shortage of debate among Christian
churches when it comes to doctrine. But in spite of all the minor differences, there are five basic truths that every
Christian church agrees upon.

Summary

Doctrine #1: The Bible is God’s Word
Christians believe that the Bible is the infallible word of God, which is sufficient for all we need to live the Christian
life.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is
right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.

Doctrine #2: God is three in one
Christians believe that there is one God who eternally exists as three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). All three
persons are equal and eternal.

Matthew 28:19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Doctrine #3: Jesus is fully God
Christians believe that Jesus is both fully God and fully human as the second person of the Trinity. He has always
existed as God, and the world was created through him.

John 1:1-2 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

Doctrine #4: We are saved by faith
Christians believe that every person is broken by sin and in need of salvation. We are saved by grace alone through
faith in Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it
is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can
boast about it.

Doctrine #5: There’s life after death
Christians believe that Jesus is returning in order to set up his kingdom and judge the world. Those who have trusted



Jesus for salvation will live eternally in heaven, while others will be eternally separated from the presence of God.

John 11:25-26 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live,
even after dying.”

Discussion Questions

1. Set Up: Watch the video together (see above) or invite someone to summarize the talking points.

2. What questions do you have about these five basic beliefs?

3. What are some other Christian beliefs that are widely held? What are some beliefs that are debated by
Christians and churches?

4. Talk about some of the common heresies today. Why are they popular?

5. Takeaway: Write a personal action step based on this conversation.


