
James #5: Faith For the Choices of Life 
 
Our choices and plans about the future reveal what matters most to us and 
what role God plays in our lives. 
 
Planning without God demonstrates arrogance. (Jas 4:13-16) 

● James 4:13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to 
this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make 
money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live 
and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All 
such boasting is evil. 

● The problem is not a desire to make money, but making plans that 
leave God out. 

○ We can’t know or control the future. 
○ Arrogance: We act as if we’re smarter and abler than God. 
○ James 4:6 That is why Scripture says, “God opposes the proud 

but shows favor to the humble.”. 
 
Planning with God demonstrates humility.  (Jas 4:15) 

● James 4:15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live 
and do this or that.” 

● This is not a cliche, but reflects a core attitude of heart surrender to 
God. 

○ James isn’t saying, “Don’t make plans.” 
○ Hold on to your plans loosely; every element depends on God. 

 
Follow God in the things he has made clear. (1 Thess 5:14-17) 

● God has made his will very clear in the most important areas of life. 
○ We find that “obvious stuff” in the Bible. 

● 1 Thess 5:14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who 
are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, 
be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong 
for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for 
everyone else.  16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  

● This demonstrates how much of God’s will is already known. 
○ Take care of people; treat people right; rejoice; be thankful; 

etc. 
 
Trust God to work out everything else. (Proverbs 16:9) 

● There are plenty of decisions God doesn’t spell out clearly. 
○ Job, school, neighborhood, etc. 
○ First we have to be pursuing God’s will where it is clear. 

● Proverbs 16:9 In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord 
establishes their steps. 



● When you have God’s will at heart, make the best plans you can. 
○ Trust God that he is at work to establish your steps. 


