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Humans want justice. It bothers us when people get away with evil. This is why Habakkuk was so upset when it
appeared that the wicked Babylonians were going to go unpunished after committing atrocities against God’s
people. But in Habakkuk 2:6-20, God reminds Habakkuk that he hates all sin and will bring justice to the
Babylonians by turning their own sinful tactics against them.  

God gives a poetic reminder of his coming justice

This section of Scripture is actually a poem, or a rhyming song. In the original language of Hebrew, this poem
contains 5 stanzas that each begin with the phrase “Woe to you.” As the poem rhymes along, each verse describes
a sin of the Babylonians and how God will deal with that sin. The different stanzas can be summarized into two main
categories of sin:

The sin of looking out for #1

God despises it when people selfishly look out for their own interests. His anger burns toward those who, driven by
materialism, greed, and pride, take advantage of others for their own selfish gain.

Habakkuk 2:6-13 What sorrow awaits you thieves! Now you will get what you deserve! You’ve
become rich by extortion, but how much longer can this go on? Suddenly, your debtors will take
action. They will turn on you and take all you have, while you stand trembling and helpless. Because
you have plundered many nations, now all the survivors will plunder you..…“What sorrow awaits you
who build big houses with money gained dishonestly! You believe your wealth will buy security,
putting your family’s nest beyond the reach of danger… “What sorrow awaits you who build cities with
money gained through murder and corruption! Has not the Lord of Heaven’s Armies promised that the
wealth of nations will turn to ashes? They work so hard, but all in vain!

God condemns Babylon because their greed led them to a pattern of lying, corruption, and taking advantage of
others to build their own wealth. They even turned to violence to advance their own empire. God reminds them how
foolish it is to trust in worldly wealth because he can wipe it away in an instant. Today, corruption, greed, and even
violence can be seen at all levels of society, and God still stands in judgment of this evil.

The sin of living by your own rules

God also despises it when people decide that their desires and values are better than his and cast aside his
revealed truth for their own man-made morality.

Habakkuk 2:15-19 “What sorrow awaits you who make your neighbors drunk! You force your cup on
them so you can gloat over their shameful nakedness. But soon it will be your turn to be disgraced.
Come, drink and be exposed! Drink from the cup of the Lord’s judgment, and all your glory will be
turned to shame…. “What good is an idol carved by man, or a cast image that deceives you? How
foolish to trust in your own creation— a god that can’t even talk! What sorrow awaits you who say to
wooden idols, ‘Wake up and save us!’ To speechless stone images you say, ‘Rise up and teach us!’
Can an idol tell you what to do? They may be overlaid with gold and silver, but they are lifeless inside.
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God condemns Babylon here for their booze-filled, sexual escapades. They had no time for God’s moral standards
and did whatever felt good and pleased their sinful desires. They called evil, good and good, evil. They set
themselves as the arbiter of morality, so much so that they even created fake gods, made in their own image, and
worshipped them.

Our world today has fallen into the same pattern as the Babylonians. We have set aside God’s revealed truth for our
own culturally-derived sense of right and wrong. We have made the things we desire, such as pleasure, comfort,
status, lust, and wealth our own idols that, in actual practice, we often worship above God.

God’s Poetic Justice can be beautiful or scary

We see in the passage that God cares deeply about justice and will ultimately bring it about. Depending on where
you stand with God, this can be a wonderful, comforting thought or a convicting, frightful reality. If you are rebelling
against God, this message is a wake-up call to the reality that God will eventually bring his perfect justice. The good
news is that if you’re not sure where you stand with God, you don’t have to live in uncertainty. Through the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has made it possible for anyone who would trust in him to be fully
forgiven of their sin.
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Watch and Discuss:

 

1. Watch the video together or invite someone to summarize the topic.

2. Share an example where a wrong was done against you and the wrongdoer seemed to get
away with it.

3. Why do you think injustice and unfairness seems to bother us so much as humans?

4. What are some examples in our world today where people are guilty of the sin of “looking out
for #1?”

5. What is the opposite of “looking out for #1” and what would this look like in everyday life?

6. What are some examples in our world today of where people “live by their own rules?”

7. Why is it so hard for us to submit to God’s authority and moral standards?

8. What is comforting about the fact that God’s justice will ultimately prevail over sin? What is
scary about it?

9. Write a personal action step based on this conversation.
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