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This is lesson 2 of 5 in our Grid youth sermonlink series. See also the adult edition and kids edition of this lesson.

We’ve been talking about a biblical worldview – a grid – and I hope you’ve been following along with our daily
reading plan. Remember, learning to see the world like Jesus did will take some time and commitment on your part.
So do your part.

Today we’re on Day 7, and we’re going to look at one of the most important passages in the entire Bible. If you don’t
understand this passage, you’ll never be able to develop a biblical worldview.

Here’s the passage:

Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul,
and all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire Law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these
two commandments.”

Here’s what was going on – and how it connects to your grid.

A bunch of religious guys had asked Jesus about God’s greatest commandments. They wanted to be given rules,
but instead, Jesus responded with a set of principles. By looking a little deeper at these principles, we can better
understand how Jesus sees the world.

Principle #1: Love God

That means respect him. Honor him. Put his truth above your opinion. When a friend tempts you to do something
you know isn’t right, don’t do it. When you’re feeling peer pressure to follow the crowd, keep following God.

[Related Topic: What Does God Want Me to Do?]

It’s hard to love God first. It’s not natural. We’re wired to love ourselves first and follow our own opinions, not his.

But that’s not the way of Jesus. He said to love God first.

Here’s the second principle:

Principle #2: Love people

Think about other people even before you think about yourself. When everyone is picking on that kid at lunch, think
about that kid. God cares about that kid, and so should you. That’s what love is all about, after all: sacrificing your
wants for the sake of someone else.

[Related Topic: Driven to Help Others (Youth)]

When’s the last time you did that? Seriously? And not just for a boyfriend or a best friend. Loving them is usually
self-serving. What about loving someone who is not as loveable? Like a little brother, or that kid at school, or a
teacher.
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And love isn’t only an emotion. It’s just as much an action. What have you done recently to love someone else?
 Trust me, when Jesus went to the cross he didn’t feel like it. And he didn’t do it for his sins. He did it for YOU. That’s
a part of his grid – to love YOU even when you don’t deserve it.

[Related Topic: We Grow by Helping Others]

And here’s the last point for today’s conversation:

Following God is a “me-third” mindset

By nature, we want to put ourselves first. Follow our hearts. Do what’s best for us. Step on other people to get what
we want.

But seeing the world like Jesus did makes us flip it around. We are not first. God is first, and then others. That’s how
we should live if we want to live according to a biblical worldview.

Love God. Love others. Love yourself. In that order.

[Related Topic: Does God Want Me to be Happy?]

Can you imagine what the world would be like if everyone who followed Jesus was known for their “me third”
mindset? I think it would change the world.

Now talk about this with a group or mentor. And keep plugging along in this Grid series, reading the Bible every day
to learn to see the world like Jesus did.

Continue your commitment to the Grid Challenge and explore a biblical worldview for the next 21 days.

Discussion Questions:

1. Watch the video together or invite someone to summarize the topic.

2. What is your initial reaction to this video? Do you disagree with any of it? What jumped out at you?

3. What are some things in life that you love? How do you normally act when you love something?

4. Why do you think Jesus listed three ways of loving God: with our hearts, souls, and minds? Give an example
of how you can love God in each of these three categories.

5. What happens when a person loves God but doesn’t love people?

6. What happens when a person loves people but doesn’t love God?

7. What is a “me-first” approach to life, and what kinds of problems does it create?

8. What is a “me-third” approach to life? Give an example of how you can act in a “me-third” way this week (for
example: letting your sibling go first.)

9. Based on this lesson, how would you summarize Jesus’ “grid” for approaching life?

10. Write a personal action step based on this conversation.
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